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Introduction to International Studies (INTL 201)
A fully online class
Winter 2020
Professor: Smallman 
Phone: 503-957-9175 (cell phone); office 503-725-9978

E-mail: smallmans@pdx.edu
Office Hours: Because I work remotely from the East Coast, all meetings are by phone or video chat. My office hours for winter will be 11:30am to 1:30pm Portland time on Wednesday. Students can Skype me (username: shawn.smallman), use Google Hangout (drss@pdx.edu), or call me (personal cell phone 503-957-9175). No appointment necessary during office hours. But students also can always make an appointment with me here https://shawnsmallman.youcanbook.me. I am also available to meet with students outside these hours; please just send me an email. 
Description: This course is designed to introduce students to the interdisciplinary character of international studies, and to acquaint them with major trends and themes in global affairs today. Students will also acquire knowledge regarding the origins and development of international relations, as well as the role of international organizations in the conduct of international relations. There are four components we will work on simultaneously:
1. discipline-based concepts, analytical tools, research theories and ideologies
2. region-based information, perspectives, issues, and theories
3. economic, political, and cultural perspectives on globalization and development
4. content topics revolving around food, energy, health, security, and environment.
Accessing D2L:
To access D2L, go to the d2l.pdx.edu. To login, enter your odin ID and your odin password. If you do not have an odin account, or are not sure what your odin ID or password is, go to https://www.account.pdx.edu/ or contact the Information Technology Help Desk (help@pdx.edu) or 725-HELP. For D2L help in person, please go to the 2nd floor computer lab in the Broadway building. All assignments will be submitted in D2L.
Communication with the Faculty Member:
Please email me directly rather than through D2L. Please feel free to contact me for further clarification of the assignments, if you have questions about the materials, or if you have personal concerns that will affect your academic performance. I make every effort to respond to email in 48 hours. If you have lengthy or complex questions, we can arrange a phone call or video chat. There is also a “Questions and Answers” page on the discussion board, which is a good place to post general questions about the class.
Required course textbook: The course textbook is accessible for free through the PSU library. Links are provided in the course shell. If you do wish to obtain a physical copy, please be sure to obtain the second edition of the following: Shawn Smallman and Kimberley Brown, Introduction to International and Global Studies (University of North Carolina Press, 2015). 
Basis for Grade:
On-line Discussion (40% of the final grade; 20% each for the midterm and the final discussion grade): Every Monday I will post a question to the discussion board. The goal of this is to facilitate an academic community that engages in an online conversation. The class will be divided into small discussion groups of five to six students. Every week you will have to respond to my post by Wednesday at 11:59pm (150-200 words), and to another student’s post (100-150 words) by Friday at 11:59pm. 
Students will receive a midterm discussion grade for the course after week five, and a grade for the final section of the course after week 10. 
Students are expected to demonstrate, at all times, academic integrity and respect for others. Posts that do not meet this standard will not be given any credit, and will impact a student’s overall discussion grade. I will read all discussion posts, and post a weekly summary of the discussion.
Reading and Video Response Paper (20% of the final grade): Students will submit a four to five page response paper to Assignments on the Sunday following week four. This page count does not include the reference list, which will be in APA format. In this paper students will discuss the four sources (apart from the textbook chapters) that they believe were most important during the first four weeks. These sources may be either videos or readings. In their response they will briefly summarize the argument the source makes (and the key issue that it seeks to address), describe its strengths and weaknesses, and state why they thought it was particularly important, both to the course and to them personally. They must make specific reference to each of the four sources. It is important to incorporate quotations from the works viewed or read, and to include in-text citations in APA format. The papers must have a clear argument. For you, which was the most important source of all and why?
Please remember, that students  will be expected to read or view all content in each module, even though they will only discuss four works in this response. Please also be certain to save the document before submitting it. It is your responsibility to confirm that your response was submitted, and to check your grades regularly throughout the course.
Midterm Reading Quiz (10% of the final grade): Students will take a multiple-choice quiz of ten questions on the material covered in the textbook. The quiz will be held on Friday of week five. Not everyone will receive the same questions. In order to be prepared for this quiz, all students should have read the textbook carefully.
Final Critical Reflection Paper (30% of the final grade):
Students will write a 5-6 page paper (not including the reference page), which will be due on Friday of week 10. The question will be: 
Every course is dominated by themes. For you, which has been the most important theme in the course and why? Justify your answer by making specific reference to the course content, including the videos, articles and the textbook. Your paper should include a reference list and citations, both of which will be in APA format. You must also include quotations from the works that you cite, with appropriate in-text citations.
Grade Information:
Basic grade cutoffs:A: 90%

B: 80%

C: 70%

D: 60%
Please note that I do NOT round up grades in D2L.
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is the submission of another’s work as your own.  It is also a serious academic crime. Any instance of plagiarism will result in an automatic “O” for that assignment, and will also lead to a referral to the Dean of Students. All students are responsible for reading, understanding, and complying with the PSU Student Code of Conduct (http://www.pdx.edu/dos/psu-student-code-conduct).
Disability: 
If you are a student with a documented disability and registered with the Disability Resource Center (725.4150 or TDD 725.6504), please contact me immediately to facilitate arranging academic accommodations.
D2L support:
If you are not familiar with D2L, please view the Online Class Support page. This will tell you how to access D2L, take part in discussions, upload to Assignments, and view your grades. I have designed the course using templates, which means that for most features you can just click on embedded links, which makes the course content easier to navigate. If you have any further problems or questions regarding D2L you can call 503-725-HELP.
Videos:
Please note that some videos are easier to view on computers than on tablets. If you leave town for a weekend, you may want to check that the assigned movies play on your tablet before you leave, or to bring a laptop. You will need to sign in with your odin ID before watching the videos. 
Please let Professor Smallman immediately know if a link is broken. You can, however, also click on the links in the syllabus for most course content, or search for the title on the library website from “Films on Demand” in “Streaming Video and Music.” Almost all videos are from this source. 
Course Schedule: 
True academic inquiry must proceed at its own pace, so there may be changes to this schedule, such as to include new items based on world events or respond to student interests.
Weekly Course Schedule
Week 1, Introduction and History
Watch: 
· Arindam Bhattacharya, "Globalization isn't declining — it's transforming," TED talk. October, 2018. 
· Nayan Chanda and Films for the Humanities & Sciences, Films Media Group, & Wydawnictwo JAK. (2010). To Conquer or Redeem : Manifest Destiny (Manifest Destiny). New York, N.Y.: Films Media Group.
Read: 
· Students should read Chapters One (Introduction) and Two (History) of the textbook. The main book for this course is available through the library for free as an ebook. Smallman, S., & Brown, Kimberley. (2015). Introduction to international and global studies (Second ed.). Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. If you choose to order a physical copy of the textbook, please be certain to purchase the second edition. Remember, you can always find this book by searching the title on the PSU library webpage.
· “Mass Deaths in the Americas Start new CO2 epoch,” Scientific America.
· Shawn Smallman (November 16, 2013). What is International and Global Studies? Blog post. 
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Week 2, Economic Globalization
Watch: 
· “Greece’s New Odyssey” You can also access this video through the PSU library page following the directions under course content for "How to Access Films on Demand Videos."
· Vox, TedEx, The Greek Crisis Explained in Under Three Minutes
· The Spider's Web: Britain's Second Empire (Documentary). Please click on the cc icon on the bottom for closed captioning. This video was posted to YouTube by its director. 
· PanamaPapers – The Shady World of Offshore Companies ARD (German television), 2016. Posted to YouTube by ARD. Please note the following translation (by a YouTube commentator, suzbone) for text messages in German posted on the screen at the following time stamps:
Read: 
· Chapter Three, Economic Globalization.
Do: Do your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Week 3, Cultural and Political Globalization
Watch:
· BBC News Video (August 5, 3013). Slincraze
· Australian Broadcasting Corporation (July 24, 2015) Odyssey, Foreign Correspondent series. 
· Australian Broadcasting Corporation. (2015). There'll always be an England [Video file]. Retrieved from the PSU library, Films on Demand. 
· Foreign Correspondent, "Homeland,' Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 28 August, 2018.
Read: 
· Chapters Four and Five, Political and Cultural Globalization
· Yangyang Cheng. (September 28, 2019). A Birthday Letter to the People's Republic of China. China File website.
· “How do Appadurai’s Five Scapes Work?”
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Week 4, Development
Watch: 
· Bjorn Lomborg sets Global Priorities
· Han’s Rosling’s TED Talk: The Best Stats You’ve Ever Seen
· Hart, A., Banda, Charles, Hart Productions, & Bullfrog Films. (2008). Water first : Reaching the Millennium Development Goals. Oley, Pennsylvania]: [Distributed by] Bullfrog Films. PSU library access.
Read: Chapter Six, Development
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Week 5, Security
View: Map of Mexican Drug Cartels
Watch: 
· Foreign Correspondent video: Ukraine: Republic of Nowhere; 
· Foreign Correspondent (September 18, 2018), "Leave No Dark Corner," Australian Broadcasting Corporation website
· The Fight Against Islamic State - Robin Hood Complex Official Documentary
Read: 
· Chapter Seven, Security
· Shawn Smallman (September 17, 2019). China, Hong Kong and cyber espionage. 
· Blog post; George Dvorsky (October 17, 2018), Here’s Where the Post-Apocalyptic Water Wars Will Be Fought. Gizmodo Website.
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Quiz: Do the Midterm Reading Quiz. The quiz will have 10 multiple choice questions on the reading for the first five weeks, and will close at 11:59pm on Friday. Not everyone in the class will receive the same questions.
Week 6, Food
Watch: 
· Black Gold and Foreign Correspondent. January 22, 2019. 
· Vanilla Slice. Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
View: 
· Map of how climate change will affect global food production (maize).
Listen: Global Development Podcast: Land Grabs in Africa
Read: Chapter Eight, Food
· Shawn Smallman (March 2012).  “Bioterrorism and Chocolate” International and Global Studies blog post.
· Caitlyn Ark (July 6, 2019) Pass the Olive Oil, Please: The Healthy Diet of a Social Mediterranean, International and Global Studies blog post. 
· Renee Cho (July 25, 2018), How Climate Change Will Alter Our Food. State of the Planet blog, Columbia University.
· Amadou Sy (November 5, 2015). What do we know about the Chinese land grab in Africa. Brookings Institute.
· Renee Cho (July 25, 2018), How Climate Change Will Alter Our Food. State of the Planet blog, Columbia University.
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Week 7, Health
Watch: 
· Foreign Correspondent (August 24, 2014), Australian Broadcasting Corporation. “Into the Hot Zone.” 
View: Map of Ebola Outbreak
Read: Chapter Nine, Health. 
· NPR storyboard about Ebola, NPR, "Life After Death"
· Please read ONE of the following two articles on infectious disease. Remember, you don't need to read both. 
· Smallman, S. (2018). Conspiracy Theories and the Zika Epidemic. Journal of International and Global Studies Volume 9, Number 2, p. 1-13. OR
· Smallman, S. (2018). Wet Markets and Avian Influenza: Public Policy Decisions in Hong Kong. Journal of International and Global Studies Volume 10, Number 1, p. 15 - 23.
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Week 8, Energy
Watch: 
· Foreign Correspondent, "Stay Calm and Drill on," Australian Broadcasting Corporation. Please note that there is a transcript for this episode at the bottom of the webpage;
· TEDTalks: Amar Inamdar—The Thrilling Potential For Off-Grid Solar Energy. 
· Foreign Correspondent (September 4, 2019). Australian Broadcasting Corporation. Fallout. 
Read: Chapter Ten, Energy; 
· Tar Sands Sellout. This is a storyboard. You will need to scroll down to read and view it.
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Write an outline and reference list for your final response paper.
Week 9, Environment 
Watch: 
· Foreign Correspondent, "Climate Hacking." Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 26 Feb 2019. Please note that a transcript of the episode is available at the bottom of the webpage; 
· Foreign Correspondent. Australian Broadcasting Corporation. October 15, 2019. Insectaggedon. Please note that a transcript for this episode is available at the bottom of the webpage; 
· Foreign Correspondent, "The Dome," Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 15 January, 2018. 
· Sticky
· OPTIONAL: BBC video, "Inherit the Dust" 2:47 minutes.
Read: Chapter Eleven, Environment
Do: Complete your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Write three pages of your final response paper, and polish the reference list. You should provide citations in APA format for all the works that you refer to.
Week 10, Careers and International Travel
Watch: No videos this week.
Listen: Podcast on careers in International Development.
View: the PSU Career Center website.
Read: 
· Chapters Twelve and Thirteen: Where to go from here and Conclusion. 
· Smallman (2017), "Digital Wanderers." Blog post, "Introduction to International and Global Studies."
· Nomad List, website.
· Beverly Yuen Thompson. (2018). Digital Nomads: Employment in the Online Gig Economy. Glocalism: Journal of Culture, Politics and Innovation, 2018(1), Glocalism: Journal of Culture, Politics and Innovation, 01 June 2018, Vol.2018(1).
Do: Do your first discussion post by Wednesday at 11:59, and respond to another student by Friday at 11:59.
Final Response Paper: Submit your final response paper to Dropbox. Remember, your assignment must have proper citations and a reference list in APA format. The assignment is due at 11:59pm on Friday.
There is no final exam in this class. No assignments are due after week ten of this class.
Sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating/domestic violence and stalking. 
Portland State is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and sexual harassment (sexual assault, domestic and dating violence, and gender or sex-based harassment and stalking). If you have experienced any form of gender or sex-based discrimination or sexual harassment, know that help and support are available. PSU has staff members trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and on-housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. Information about PSU’s support services on campus, including confidential services and reporting options, can be found on PSU’s Sexual Misconduct Prevention and Response website at: http://www.pdx.edu/sexual-assault/get-help or you may call a confidential IPV Advocate at 503-725-5672. You may report any incident of discrimination or discriminatory harassment, including sexual harassment, to either the Office of Equity and Compliance or the Office of the Dean of Student Life.
Please be aware that all PSU faculty members and instructors are required to report information of an incident that may constitute prohibited discrimination, including sexual harassment and sexual violence. This means that if you tell me about a situation of sexual harassment or sexual violence that may have violated university policy or student code of conduct, I have to share the information with my supervisor, the University’s Title IX Coordinator or the Office of the Dean of Student Life. For more information about Title IX please complete the required student module Creating a Safe Campus in your D2L. 
Access and Inclusion for Students with Disabilities: PSU values diversity and inclusion; we are committed to fostering mutual respect and full participation for all students. My goal is to create a learning environment that is equitable, useable, inclusive, and welcoming. If any aspects of instruction or course design result in barriers to your inclusion or learning, please notify me. The Disability  Resource Center (DRC) provides reasonable accommodations for students who encounter barriers in the learning environment.
If you have, or think you may have, a disability that may affect your work in this class and feel you need accommodations, contact the Disability Resource Center to schedule an appointment and initiate a conversation about reasonable accommodations. The DRC is located in 116 Smith Memorial Student Union, 503-725-4150, drc@pdx.edu, https://www.pdx.edu/drc. If you already have accommodations, please contact me to make sure that I have received a faculty notification letter and discuss your accommodations.
