Rubric for the Critical Reflection Paper
	 
	Excellent
	Good
	Incomplete

	Argument
	The response paper clearly explains why one theme was the most significant for the course, based on careful thought and reasoning. The paper is original and insightful. The student demonstrates their familiarity with the course reading and content. The quotations are well chosen.
	The response paper makes a clear argument, but it might have been more fully developed at points, or it contains some contradictions or weak points. The reason why this theme was particularly significant may not be well-developed.  The paper has quotations from the work, but their relevance is unclear. The discussion of the reading and course content may lack sufficient detail.
	The work does not clearly explain why one theme  was particularly significant. The paper lacks a clear argument, and may summarize rather than analyze. There is little supporting evidence from the course materials.  The paper lacks any quotations from the class materials, or the quotations don’t contribute to the paper’s argument.  

	Citations and Reference page
	The paper has in-text sources in APA format. The reference page lists all required sources in proper APA format. 
	The paper lacks in-text citations at points. While there is a reference page, it may not always be properly formatted.
	The paper mostly or entirely lacks in-text citations or a correctly formatted reference page. 


	Writing and Style
	The paper is clearly written and well-edited for grammar and spelling, including complete sentences. The reflection paper provides evidence of meaningful reflection and insights. The paper is tightly organized so that there is a clear flow to the argument. 
	The reflection paper is mostly well-written with a few errors in grammar or spelling. The paper may not be as tightly organized as possible, or have many insights. The reader may need to reread some paragraphs to understand the argument.
	The paper contains several errors that detract from its clarity and readability. The reflection lacks a clear and coherent organization, making the argument difficult to follow. The paper lacks an introduction and/or conclusion, or the introduction and/or conclusion are overly brief and do not clearly state the argument. There is little evidence of thought or insight. There may be grammar or spelling mistakes.


